Review from a former student on the course:
Learning about Sustainable pig production

The course took place at Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) and Estonian University of Life Sciences (EMU)

It was aimed for Nordic and Baltic university students studying Animal science and Veterinary medicine. 

In this course we had 8 students, 3 of them from SLU and 5 from EMU. Teachers were from SLU, EMU and Latvian Agricultural University plus some additional people in relation to study visits. Even though we had people attending from only 3 universities, we had an international group with 6 nationalities; Swedish, Estonian, Latvian, Finnish, Danish and German. 
The students attending this course were truly interested in sustainable pig production and everybody - no matter how good level of knowledge there was in the beginning learned something new while changing views during these two weeks. 
Course consisted of two weeks. First week in Sweden, Alnarp and second in Estonia, Tartu. 
In Sweden we, foreign students, had accommodation at Odarslöv Research Farm. We also got a minibus for our use. Odarslöv was only 20 km from Alnarp, even though it felt like we were somewhere far in the countryside. The first morning we were amazed to realize that there were windmills, pig houses and cows grazing in a calm foggy paddock. It was beautiful. 
The ordinary day began with lectures at 8:15. We had study visits in the afternoons until 17-19. The lectures were at the old cow barn in Alnarpsgården. We learned about pig production in Nordic and Baltic countries, regulations and laws, management in pig farms, feeding, economy, health problems and diseases as well as prevention of them. Some of us had more experience on management and some more in health part. Therefore we had interestingly different aspects. We could not go to farms on Monday because of the 48 hour rule for people from foreign countries. On Tuesday we went to a study visit to pig farm with 1100 sows. The farm was well organized, the animals looked happy and clean and the production levels were good. Pleasant example at the start. Next day we had a lecture and sightseeing at the feed company. On Thursday we visited another pig farm with closed herd. The farm was located further away, so we got to enjoy the Swedish countryside on the way up there. A lot of flat land in Skåne. 
After Friday s lectures we had time to figure out the best way to keep in touch with each other with our group assignments.
People arrived in Estonia after 5 weeks.  Students and teachers from foreign countries were housed in guest-house Carolina, near the university. For my understanding the place was fine with actively cleaning lady and the leopard decoration. 
The lectures were at EMU animal clinic s lecture room, so there was a chance to see some animals during the breaks. We talked about environmental effects on pig production. How to reduce pollutant emission, how to reduce energy use and increase the use of renewable energy resources, organic farming, problems with feed etc.
After the lectures on Monday, we had guided sightseeing in Tartu. Even for us living there it was new and interesting.
During the week, we visited Estonia s biggest pig farm with approximately 10 000 sows, a pig farm that is concentrating on marble meat production and another pig farm close to the university. Farms were different compared to each other and compared to the farms we saw in Sweden. 
I think it was very educating to see different farms in different sizes and managements and I m sure we all learned from them.
No one got hungry during the course. Maintenance was well taken care of. There were plenty of food many times a day and we had very tasty lunch at the Alnarp s student restaurant as well as at the restaurants in Estonia. As one of our teachers said: every time I look at you, you are eating.
We had a lot of fun during the course, not only at the lectures and at the study visit, but also on our spare time.
In Sweden we had a chance to visit the student pub good way to get to know about the real Swedish student life. We visited pubs in different styles in Estonia and one of us was brave enough to take part of bull-riding competition. We had get-togethers at SLU and at each others places and we even managed to find some time for shopping.
So in conclusion at least I learned a lot, had a lot of fun and got many new friends!

